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Clarice

mixed media on panel

26 x 18 cm 2022

One day a wolf snatched a lamb from a herd of sheep and ran to his house into his dining room. He was just about to

eat the lamb, when the lamb said: “By all means, sir Wolf, please do eat me. But see, the thing is, I just ate a lot of

grass. I’ll taste like grass. You don’t even like grass, do you?” The wolf did in fact not like grass one bit, but he decided

he liked lamb more than he disliked grass. “Fair enough,” said the lamb. “I just have one request. I have heard your

singing voice is sweet like potato pie and soft as a chicken’s thigh. Could you sing me a tune, please? I love to be

eaten after a good song.” The wolf was so flattered, having only sang in the shower before.

Even though he thought she sounded quite nice, he never had the nerve to sing in public and didn’t think anyone ever

had heard him. So, after a moment of silence, the wolf closed his eyes, and started to sing. It wasn’t so good, but the

lamb kept smiling. After the last trembling note had left the wolf’s throat, the lamb clapped her hoofs together and

said it was the most beautiful song she’d ever heard. “It made me want to dance.”, the lamb said. “You know, if you

sing another song, I can sign along and dance to our tune. By dancing, the grass in my tummy will be digested much
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faster, and I will taste so much better”.

The wolf thought this was a marvelous idea. He cleared his throat, the lamb started to tap his hoof and they burst into

a savage singing and the lamb hippity-hopped all around the dinner table. They sounded so terrible, several animals

came up to the house to see what was wrong with the wolf. After the wolf and the lamb had stopped, the wolf

smacked his lips, but the lamb said: “That was so lovely. I think we sounded just divine. Look, we even have an

audience.” The lamb turned to the visitors and said: “I just happen to know that Pyewacket here is a virtuoso at the

singing glass and Mrs. Cricket plays a mean violin.”

The wolf was so excited, he started to wag his tale, , howled in excitement, grabbed a smoking pipe from the table

and started to conduct the merry bunch. And ferociously they sang. And fiery they played and frenzied they danced.

Feeling confident for the first time in his singing career, the wolf opened the window and sang. Oh, how passionate

the wolf sang, uncontrollable, untamed and utterly euphoric. The lamb danced his finest terpsichore and jigged, jived

and boogied right out of the window. The wolf kept singing, smiling and waving at the lamb and he howled: “You’ve

been a lovely audience! Come and see us again!”

And sir Wolf, Pyewicket and Mrs. Cricket played and sang and danced until the next morning. As the sun rose and the

early birds were their first crowd of the day, they decided to never ever stop and roam the lands, travel from village to

village and hit the clubs as “the Angelic Sir Wolf, his Wicked Mrs. Cricket and the Enchanted Singing Glass.”

CLARICE is smart, she keeps her head cool and her spirit lifted. She evaluates a situation and is able to anticipate.

She makes a plan to get herself out of trouble, and adjusts her plan as the situation unfolds.
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Chris Berens

Chris Berens studied illustration at the Academy of Art & Design in ‘s-Hertogenbosch, graduating in 1999.

He has developed a complex and time-consuming painting technique, mostly shown as mixed media on

panel.

“I’m most comfortable using fine brushes and drawing inks and graphites, but I also regularly use water

color paints, markers and acrylics”, Berens says. “For some time now I’ve added digital image making to my

line of techniques, meaning 3D sculpting, digital painting and image processing. I combine and mix them

with my more traditional media.”

After his first major solo show at Jaski Gallery in 2005, Chris Berens’ fame spread quickly. The young artist

has already exhibited all over the world, from Amsterdam to New York, from Tokyo to Los Angeles, Seattle

and Singapore. He also designed the cover for Panic of Girls, an album which was released in 2011 by

Blondie. Deborah Harry and Chris Stein, founders of the band, are admirers of his work.

Back home Chris has been the subject of a television documentary. Chris Berens, Master of his Magical

Universe was made for Dutch broadcaster Avro’s Close Up series in 2013 and has since been broadcast

several times at home and abroad.

Chris Berens also featured prominently in the television documentary Krabbé searches for Van Gogh, in

which actor/painter Jeroen Krabbé traced the path of Vincent van Gogh in co-operation with Dutch artists.


