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Dixie and Douglas

mixed media on panel

26 x 18 cm 2022

Dixie is fascinated by speculative fiction, elaborate visions of plausible future, alternate and extraterrestrial

ecosystems, that sort of thing. Dixie is influenced by the Contemporary Conservationist Crusade of Concerned

Children, especially fueled by their begging requests to save the tigers, dolphins, bees, sharks, whales and the

planet. Dixie began to ponder that should the tiger, the dolphin, the bee, the shark and the whale go extinct,

something would inevitably take their place. She decided to sit down, fold her hands, put up her thousand-yard

stare and make up a perfect future-proof descendant of modern day animals, exploring various natural processes,

most prominently evolution and natural selection.

He would be an egg-laying, duck-billed, beaver-tailed, otter-footed mammal. The duckbill must be rubbery and

flexible. And he has teeth. Or one superstrong pad, instead of teeth. He would be a mammal, so the babies can

safely drink from their mother’s breast. And he would lay eggs so he can protect and hide his babies in a hole that

he dug. He’s great at digging holes and corridors. And the eggs would be super small. And blue, so no other
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animal would think it eatable, should he ever have to leave his egg babies to find food or go for a swim. And it

senses prey and enemies through electrolocation.

It has a venomous spur on the hind foot. And extra bones in the shoulder for more strength for digging and more

weight for swimming underwater. And a much stronger jaw. And he is an excellent swimmer. And when on land,

it engages in knuckle-walking on its front feet, to protect the webbing between the toes. And it glows a bluish-

green color in the dark. And he is like the ultimate creature and my best friend. And his name is Douglas.

DIXIE is a creative mind. She is sensitive to warnings and imminent danger, but will not be paralyzed by them.

Instead, she puts her creative mind to work in a solution-oriented way. She wants to make a better future by

learning from the past, but however grand and noble her causes, she will always keep it personal.
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Chris Berens

Chris Berens studied illustration at the Academy of Art & Design in ‘s-Hertogenbosch, graduating in

1999. He has developed a complex and time-consuming painting technique, mostly shown as mixed

media on panel.

“I’m most comfortable using fine brushes and drawing inks and graphites, but I also regularly use water

color paints, markers and acrylics”, Berens says. “For some time now I’ve added digital image making to

my line of techniques, meaning 3D sculpting, digital painting and image processing. I combine and mix

them with my more traditional media.”

After his first major solo show at Jaski Gallery in 2005, Chris Berens’ fame spread quickly. The young

artist has already exhibited all over the world, from Amsterdam to New York, from Tokyo to Los Angeles,

Seattle and Singapore. He also designed the cover for Panic of Girls, an album which was released in

2011 by Blondie. Deborah Harry and Chris Stein, founders of the band, are admirers of his work.

Back home Chris has been the subject of a television documentary. Chris Berens, Master of his Magical

Universe was made for Dutch broadcaster Avro’s Close Up series in 2013 and has since been broadcast

several times at home and abroad.

Chris Berens also featured prominently in the television documentary Krabbé searches for Van Gogh, in

which actor/painter Jeroen Krabbé traced the path of Vincent van Gogh in co-operation with Dutch

artists.


