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Sequoia and Tamos

mixed media on panel

26 x 18 cm 2022

Sequoia is a Squeao-ta-mos from the Wabanaki tribe. Should that make not a whole lot of sense to you, Wabanaki

means people of the dawn and Squeao-ta-mo means swamp lady.

A Swamp Lady is said to be a female ghost that lives in the swamps and makes mournful cries. Anyone who tries to

follow the sound of her crying will be lost in the swamp and killed. She is primarily a bogeyman to scare children away

from straying into the swamp. By some tellings, Swamp Lady is a malevolent creature, intentionally luring children to

their deaths out of spite or so that she could eat them. According to other people, Swamp Lady is a more tragic

figure: the ghost of a childless woman who calls children to her out of genuine loneliness, only to have them die when

her ghostly hands touch them.

Either way, it’s not like any of that. Meet Sequoia and Tamos. Where Sequoia goes, Tamos is bound to be few steps

behind. They’re a comical duo: Lady and Swampie. They do a bit. An act. Where they stumble across the swamps,
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and the only thing they say is each other’s names. After all these years, it still makes them wheeze with laughter.

Lady and Swampie are less of a mythological character than a playful reminder that it is always a good idea to play in

the swamp, especially after dark.

SEQUOIA AND TAMOS are misunderstood. Because of where they live and where they come from, people tend to fill

in the details and connect the dots. Filling in details and connecting dots is a tricky business. It makes assumptions

about the space between the dots, when really all you have is dots. And let’s face it, the space between the dots takes

up a whole lot more space than the dots.
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Chris Berens

Chris Berens studied illustration at the Academy of Art & Design in ‘s-Hertogenbosch, graduating in 1999.

He has developed a complex and time-consuming painting technique, mostly shown as mixed media on

panel.

“I’m most comfortable using fine brushes and drawing inks and graphites, but I also regularly use water

color paints, markers and acrylics”, Berens says. “For some time now I’ve added digital image making to my

line of techniques, meaning 3D sculpting, digital painting and image processing. I combine and mix them

with my more traditional media.”

After his first major solo show at Jaski Gallery in 2005, Chris Berens’ fame spread quickly. The young artist

has already exhibited all over the world, from Amsterdam to New York, from Tokyo to Los Angeles, Seattle

and Singapore. He also designed the cover for Panic of Girls, an album which was released in 2011 by

Blondie. Deborah Harry and Chris Stein, founders of the band, are admirers of his work.

Back home Chris has been the subject of a television documentary. Chris Berens, Master of his Magical

Universe was made for Dutch broadcaster Avro’s Close Up series in 2013 and has since been broadcast

several times at home and abroad.

Chris Berens also featured prominently in the television documentary Krabbé searches for Van Gogh, in

which actor/painter Jeroen Krabbé traced the path of Vincent van Gogh in co-operation with Dutch artists.


